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ver the past few decades 
H there have been a series of 

books with such titles as 
Storm Troopers of Satan and Hitler: 
Black Magician. In these books, and 
even more in various comments 
that one often hears, it appears to 
be regarded as an established fact 
that the Nazis engaged in a variety 
of Black Magical practices, with 
the suggestion that anyone who 
even dabbles in the occult is likely 
to turn into a Satanic storm troop- 
er. Others more specifically smear 
the Odinists. A while ago Mike 
Robertson, speaking on behalf of 
the Odinic Rite, felt the need to 
deny rumours that this group were 
planning an invasion of Poland. 
The Jewish Chronicle was recently 
expressing concern over the 
spread of Odinism, apparently 
thinking it to be identical to neo- 
Nazism. 

Obviously, collective accusa- 
tions of this kind are serious, and 
the underlying facts deserve 
investigation. The subject turns 
out to be extremely complex, and 
this essay is meant only as a pre- 
liminary survey. 

To begin with, it is sometimes 
stated that there is a connection 
between Satanism and extreme 
right wing thought, with the sug- 
gestion that this is a matter for grave 
` concern. My own observations sug- 
gest that whilst there is indeed such 
a connection, it is not at all a matter 
for concern, which I can best explain 
with an example. In the summer of 
1995 a certain David Griffiths made 
a speech to the Twickenham 





Conservative Association in which 
he advocated several radical poli- 
cies: that all criminals should be 
killed, that all homosexuals should 
commit suicide, and that social 
security claimants should gun one 
another down in the street. For 
some reason, the Association then 
expelled him. Some months later he 
announced his intention of standing 
for Parliament as the Antichrist. 
Reportedly he said that he had 
known he was the Antichrist for 
some time, but until then had kept it 
quiet in case it harmed his political 
career.’ 


To start off with, here are some doc- 
umented facts. On 5 April 1911, a 
group of anti-Semites in 
Magdeburg inaugurated the Wotan 
Lodge. This was a quasi-masonic 
secret society with political as well 
as social ends, which later took the 
name Germanenorden. The idea was 
that regular Freemasonry had been 
corrupted by Jewish influence. The 
Germanenorden would have simi- 
lar kinds of initiation rituals, but 
based on the symbology of ancient 
German Paganism.’ 

(Incidentally, there is in fact no 
authentic Jewish influence in 
Freemasonry. Historians have dis- 
covered that the various Hebraisms 
in Masonic rituals are in fact 
derived from the 1580 Geneva 
Bible. English Freemasonry is only 
Jewish in that it is has always 
shown great tolerance to Jews, 
which one may suppose was what 
the Germanenorden really objected 
to.) 


The Germanenorden initiations, in 
which officers dressed in robes to 
represent figures from Germanic 
mythology, accompanied by music 
from Wagner’s Tannhauser and 
Lohengrin, must have been highly 
impressive. However, in 1915, by 
which time the Order had several 
hundred members (though their 
numbers were being depleted by 
the war), a split occurred, on the 
question of whether the Order was 
mainly for “ritual, ceremony and 
banquets” or if it had a more direct 
political purpose.’ 

Nonetheless in Munich the 
“loyalist” group, though they had 
been on the “ritual” side of the 
split, became deeply involved in 
local politics alter the war. They 
called themselves the Thule Group. 
They were led by one Baron Rudolf 
von Sebottendorff (born Ernst 
Rudolf Glauer), an occultist who 
had studied the Cabbala, Islamic 
mysticism and Western astrology. 
In the summer of 1918 he acquired 
a newspaper, the Munchener 
Beobachter und Sportblatt, whose 
pages he filled with “a strange 
blend of lunatic anti-Semitism and 
horse-racing tips.” 

That November, Germany’s 
military machine collapsed, the 
Kaiser fled to Holland, and there 
were popular uprisings in many 
parts of the country. Munich was, 
for a short time, ruled by a 
“Workers’ and Soldiers’ Council” 
of Soviet loyalty. On 9 November 
Sebottendorff made a speech to the 
Thule group: “In the place of our 
princes of Germanic blood rules 





our deadly enemy: Judah.” (Like 
many right-wingers he took 
Judaism and Communism to be the 
same thing: another prominent 
Thule member, Dietrich Eckart, 
later wrote a book called Bolshevism 
from Moses to Lenin.) “I am deter- 
mined to pledge the Thule to this 
struggle. Our Order is a Germanic 
Order, loyalty is also Germanic. 
Our God is Walvater, his rune is the 
Ar-rune. And the trinity: Wotan, 
Wili, We is the unity of the trinity. 
The Ar-rune signifies Aryan, 
primal fire, the sun and the 
eagle. And the eagle is the sym- 
bol of the Aryans.” 

On 13 April power was 
seized in Munich by a 
Communist group whose 
“reign of terror was mitigated 
only by its inefficiency”. On 
26 April they arrested Thule 
secretary Countess Heila von 
Westarp and six other mem- 
bers. On the 30 April all seven 
were shot as a reprisal for the 
killing of Red prisoners by 
Whites at Starnberg. The next 
day the Whites entered the 
city, and, the killing of the 
Thule members having caused 
justified outrage, there fol- 
lowed a much more horrific 
right wing backlash in which 
hundreds were slaughtered. 
The Thule group played a sig- 
nificant role in this new terror. 


Half a century later, Trevor 
Ravenscroft would claim that 
the Thule group were by now 
engaged in unpleasant types of 
Black Magic. They held seances 
at which “all those present 
were terrified by the mighty 
powers which they had 
unleashed.” (This information is 
“According to Konrad Ritzler” - 
unfortunately he gives no more 
precise reference.) But this was 
only the start: quite apart from the 
political terror in the city, many 
people disappeared to be mur- 
dered as “sacrificial victims” in the 
rites of “Astrological Magic” prac- 
tised by Thule. 

Ravenscroft does admit that 
“there is no conclusive circumstan- 





tial evidence that hapless victims 
were tortured and put to death as a 
part of these magical initiation 
rites.”* Close inspection of his text 
reveals that he is going by what 
Walter Stein told him a rival group 
of occultists had clairvoyantly seen 
the Thule group doing; so that, 
even if Ravenscroft and Stein 
remembered the facts correctly, 
there is no way of knowing if this 
“remote viewing” was accurate or 
not. Frankly, it is doubtful. 
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“Tt is sometimes stated 
that there is a connection 


between Satanism and 
extreme right wing 
thought, with the 
suggestion that this 
is a matter for grave 
concern. My own 


observations suggest 


that whilst there is 
indeed such a 
connection, 1t 1s not 
at all a matter for 
concern...” 
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Ravenscroft asserts that “The 
inner core within the Thule Group 
were all Satanists who practised 
Black Magic ... the Master-Adept of 
this circle was Dietrich Eckart.”’ In 
fact, though Eckart was an occultist, 
he remained at the same time a 
Christian, though of a Germanic 
type: ‘Christ was made the man of 
action. Christ did not temporise 
when his country was occupied, 
shouted Eckart; Christ did not try to 


form alliances with impure ele- 
ments in his society. He threw the 
Jewish (!) money changers out of the 
temple and went on to oppose his 
own government.”” (This also sug- 
gest that the Odinic allegiances sug- 
gested by Sebottendorff’s speech, 
quoted above, were not necessarily 
those of Thule as a whole.) 


Nazi Origins 

Fearful that the common people 
were being infected with the Jewish- 
Marxist virus, Sebottendorff 
approved the setting up of a 
“German Workers’ Party” as a 
counter measure. Though its 
meetings were only attended 
by a handful of people, it 
attracted the attention of the 
army, who were operating a 
kind of political police force. So 
in September 1919 they sent a 
certain Corporal Adolf Hitler to 
attend a meeting to check if 
they were subversive or not. 
Instead of keeping a low pro- 
file, as a secret policeman ought 
to, Corporal Hitler was infuriat- 
ed by the speaker’s advocacy of 
Bavarian separatism, and made 
a powerful speech in opposi- 
tion. One of the party’s leaders, 
Anton Drexler, immediately 
recognising the Corporal’s tal- 
ent for oratory, there and then 
invited him to jom, which in 
due course he did. 

Students of numerology 
should take note that Hitler’s 
membership number was 555. 
In fact he was the 55th mem- 
ber, but the German Workers’ 
Party had started the member- 
ship at 501 to give an inflated 
idea of their size. (Later, Hitler 
had his membership number 
reduced to seven, to increase his 
own seeming importance in the 
party from the very start.) 

Hitler had been a distinguished 
soldier in the war, winning the Iron 
Cross, First Class; an unusual deco- 
ration for an NCO. If only he had 
remained one, millions of violent 
deaths would have been prevented 
(and the German army would have 
retained the services of an efficient 
corporal.) To explain the appalling 











events that actually did follow, it is 
not surprising that people should 
look for occult explanations. 
Trevor Ravenscroft has claimed 
that the Thule Group opened 
Hitler’s psychic centres — putting 
him in touch with unspecified 
“Powers” — in an initiation ritual 
which he declined to give details of 
since they were “indescribably 
sadistic and ghastly”. Once again, 
his authority is what the rival 
occultist Stein says he saw them do 
clairvoyantly. 

In actual fact Hitler perceived 
what conspiracy theorists overlook: 
that a secret society with limited 
membership is a poor basis for a 
political movement, which requires 
mass support. Though the Nazi 
Party, as the German Workers’ 
Party became, did accept assistance 
from Thule in the early days, and 
acquired Sebottendorff’s Beobachter 
as its official organ, it soon outgrew 
its parent body, which ceased to 
exist after a few years. 

It is true that their adopted sym- 
bol of the Swastika had been redis- 
covered by occultists. Since it was 
found as far apart as England and 
India, it was taken to be the origi- 
nal symbol of the Aryans. (In fact it 
is found almost everywhere, 
including definitely non-Aryan 
places such as South America.) By 
1920 several right-wing groups had 
adopted it as a symbol; it seems 
that Hitler therefore picked the left 
handed Swastika simply to distin- 
guish the Nazis from other parties; 
he probably did not know or care 
that according to the Buddhists the 
left handed Swastika is a symbol of 
ill fortune, which turned out to be 
appropriate enough. 

It is sometimes suggested that 
Alfred Rosenberg’s The Myth of the 
Twentieth Century, which was the 
semi-official work of Nazi philoso- 
phy, was either occult or Odinist 
in content. However, this is not so: 
‘the only “occult” material is when 
he discusses Atlantis as possibly 
the original homeland of the Aryan 
race. There are just two mentions 
of Wotan: once where he says that 
Wotan was killed off by the 
Catholic Church 1400 years before, 


and again when he points out that 
some of the Norse Gods were 
turned into Catholic saints, Wotan 
becoming Saint Nicholas. 


The Tibetan Connection 

A favourite story goes something 
like this: when the Russians 
entered Berlin in 1945 they found 
the bodies of a thousand Tibetans 
who had committed mass suicide. 
These Tibetans had previously 
been using their occult powers to 
help the Nazis win the war. Since, 
obviously, the Nazis did not win 
the war, it is further explained that 
around the time of the Battle of 
Stalingrad the Tibetans started 
making mistakes with their rituals. 

Discovering the sources for this 
story is not easy. FitzGerald says: 
“Saint-George Saunders published 
two remarkable books in which he 
said openly that the source of Nazi 
Satanic activities was Tibet.”” 
Fitzgerald’s information seems to 
derive not from the books them- 
selves but from The Morning of the 
Magicians, which listed them as 
Seven Sleepers and The Hidden 
Kingdom. Both books are real 
(though actually written by John 
Leslie Palmer and Hilary Aidan St 
George Saunders under the joint 
pen-name Francis Beeding): both 
are novels and neither mentions 
either the Nazis or Tibet! 

Pauwels and Bergier suggest” 
that there was a connection between 
the assassination of the Czar by the 
“Green Dragon” secret society, a 
society of the “Green Men”, which 
they state to be the parent of the 
Thule group, and a Tibetan monk in 
Berlin known as “the man with the 
green gloves”, who was said by the 
Initiates to “possess the keys to the 
Kingdom of Agarthi”; though 
apparently the only connection 
between all these is the word 
“green”, which would seem to fall 
short of conclusive proof of a con- 
spiracy. 

They cite no authority for the 
existence of the man with the 
green gloves. Their information 
about The Green Dragon appears 
to be an intelligence officer 
“whose pseudonym as a fiction 


writer was Teddy Legrand”. 
Elisabeth Antebi® states that his 
book was Les Sept tetes du Dragon 
vert, 1933. 1 have not seen this, but 
once again it was published as fic- 
tion, though Antebi calls it a 
‘novel’, with inverted commas to 
imply that it was truth mas- 
querading as fiction. That the soci- 
ety of the Green Men originated in 
Tibet is “According to Trebitch 
Lincoln”. Here at last we have 
something to bite into, since the life 
of Trebitsch Lincoln is now known 
about in depth thanks to the remark- 
able biography by Bernard 
Wasserstein.“ 

Born in Hungary in 1879, 
Trebitsch Lincoln was, amongst 
other things, a petty thief in 
Budapest, a Christian missionary 
in Canada, a Church of England 
curate, a British Member of 
Parliament, an oil magnate, a 
German spy, a convict, the German 
foreign affairs spokesman (for just 
four days), a member of the White 
International conspiracy, and final- 
ly a Buddhist monk. 

It is this last phase that interests 
us here. In the 1930s Lincoln, now 
calling himself the Abbot Chao Kung, 
settled in Shanghai. He acquired a 
dozen followers, who as one might 
expect were required to renounce 
all their worldly possessions by 
handing them over to the Abbot. 
Their numbers gradually dwin- 
dled, one leaving after finding the 
Abbot “in an embarrassing position 
with one of the younger nuns”.” 

In 1941 he attempted to resume 
his role as an International spy. He 
is said to have been approached by 
the chief of the German wireless 
station in Shanghai, “who sought 
to persuade him to travel to Tibet 
in order to bring that country 
under German influence and to 
establish there a German broad- 
casting station which would beam 
propaganda to India.” Later, he 
told an official of the German 
embassy “that the sages of Tibet, 
who represented a sort of unofficial 
world government, had formed the 
view that the time was now ripe for 
Germany to make peace. He 
claimed that he had been autho- 





rized by his Tibetan masters to take 
the necessary steps.” He demand- 
ed to travel to Germany to meet the 
Fuhrer in person. Asked what he 
could do to convince them, 
“Trebitsch replied that, the instant 
he was alone with the Fuhrer, three 
of the wise men of Tibet would 
appear out of the wall; this would 
be the best proof of the supernatur- 
al powers at the disposal of the 
Supreme Initiates.” 

For some reason, nothing came 
of this proposal. In fact, it seems to 
have been merely one of a number 
of extravagant claims made by 
Trebitsch Lincoln. The previous 
year Cavalcade had reported him 
as saying: “We have a Buddhist 
brotherhood which watches world 
events and interferes in human 
events - and no-one knows how. 
They can overhear any conversa- 
tion in any part of the world at any 
time, so there are no secrets from 
them.” But it appears that he 
thought they were going to pre- 
vent further war, rather than 
enabling the Nazis to win it. 

In 1942, the News Review 
claimed that he was indeed trans- 
mitting anti-British propaganda 
from Radio Himalaya, “situated 
somewhere near the sacred city of 
Lhasa”. But they had got their 
facts badly jumbled, for Radio 
Himalaya broadcast from Rome, 
and Trebitsch Lincoln was still in 
Shanghai. News Review went on to 
relate how back in 1932 he had 
told the press that he was working 
with the Japanese to drive Britain 
out of Asia, and on this occasion 
he said he had a Japanese “Black 
Dragon” member working with 
him. He seems to have given a 
large number of interviews in 
which he made similar extrava- 
gant claims - even Wasserstein 
was unable to trace them all - so it 
is likely that on some occasion he 
may have talked about the society 
of “Green Men” of Tibet, as 
Pauwels and Bergier allege; but 
there is clearly no reason to give 
any credit to what he said. 

When Trevor Ravenscroft retold 
the story, he explained that the 
Green Men and the Green Dragon 





“had been in astral communication 
for hundreds of years””. Whence 
did he acquire this additional infor- 
mation? One suspects, from his 
own imagination. 

Towards the end of the war 
George Orwell related that two 
Tibetans had been discovered 
among various German prisoners in 
France. “Some years earlier they 
had strayed over the frontier into 
the Soviet Union and had been con- 
scripted into a labour battalion, 
afterwards being sent to western 
Russia when the war with Germany 
broke out. They were taken prison- 
er by the Germans and sent to 
North Africa; later they were sent to 
France, and then exchanged into a 
fighting unit when the Second Front 
opened, and taken prisoner by the 
British. All this time they had been 
able to speak to nobody but one 
another, and had no notion of what 
was happening or who was fighting 
whom.” However Orwell prefaced 
this story with the words “Recently 
I was told the following story, and I 
have every reason to believe that it 
is true” — words which actually give 
a friend-of-a-friend air to the tale. 
One wonders, did these two 
Tibetans grow in number as the 
story passed around, until by 1960 a 
thousand of them, relocated from 
France to Berlin, had committed rit- 
ual suicide? 


The Spear 

Perhaps the best-known claim is 
enshrined in the title of Trevor 
Ravenscroft’s book, The Spear of 
Destiny, a work which is said to have 
been refused by twenty-seven pub- 
lishers before being accepted by 
Putnam’s of New York, and becom- 
ing a bestseller. This was the Spear 
of Longinus, a relic preserved in 
Vienna which was claimed to be the 
spear that pierced the side of Jesus 
on the cross (though I believe the 
same claim was made for other old 
spears); Ravenscroft stated that the 
Nazis’ success in war was due to its 
occult power. This claim had 
already appeared in the Sunday 
Dispatch, 6 November 1960, under 
the headline “The Spear of Destiny”, 
the information being stated to come 


from an archive shown to the 
reporter by the widow of Dr. Walter 
Johannes Stein. 

According to this article, a 
“blood lodge” run by Guido von 
List “had links with a black broth- 
erhood of Tibetan monks”. “This 
Nazi “blood lodge” met to per- 
form secret rites in veneration of 
the Führer. A token sample of 
Hitler’s blood was used in the cer- 
emonies. Members were stated to 
include Julius Streicher, Alfred 
Rosenberg, Heinrich Himmler and 
Hermann Goring. Ravenscroft, by 
contrast, states that the “blood 
brotherhood” of Guido von List 
had been exposed by the Viennese 
Press at some time before 1912, 
after which von List had to flee the 
city’; he does not say that it sur- 
vived and later had leading Nazis 
as members. In any case it is not 
true that Guido von List was ever 
“exposed” and had to leave 
Vienna. 

The Sunday Dispatch article fur- 
ther differed from Ravenscroft’s 
book when it stated that, when the 
Germans entered Austria in 1938, 
the seizure of the spear was 
entrusted to S.S. Colonel Conrad 
Buch. In The Spear of Destiny it was 
“Major Walter Buch, father-in-law 
to Martin Bormann” who oversaw 
the legal take-over of the Holy 
Lance”. In both cases the authority 
is given as Stein, without explain- 
ing where he may have got this 
information. Ravenscroft, howev- 
er, says that originally Stein had 
intended to write the book, and 
implies that he merely listened to 
him. So perhaps he was quoting 
this from memory, which might 
explain such metamorphoses as 
Colonel Conrad Buch into Major 
Walter Buch. 

Stein, according to Ravenscroft, 
met Hitler in Vienna and become 
his confidante. (Since Stein was 
Jewish, this strikes one as inherent- 
ly implausible.) Stein was already 
engrossed in the study of the Grail 
legends, from which he concluded 
that the characters in the Grail 
romance Parzival were not fictional, 
but represented historical charac- 
ters of the ninth century. He wrote 











a book to this effect, The Ninth 
Century: World History in the Light of 
the Holy Grail” Later, he decided 
that its characters had been reincar- 
nated as leading people of the 
twentieth century. (This neatly fit- 
ted with the theory of Rudolf 
Steiner, of whom Stein was a stu- 
dent, that people reincarnate about 
once every thousand years.) Stein 
himself had been Parzival. 

Stein supposedly learned that 
Hitler had identified the characters 
in Parzival exactly as he himself 
had done. If two men independent- 
ly came up with such an eccen- 


them in Liverpool, England, in 
November 1912, and stayed there 
for about five months. So Stein 
cannot possibly have had a con- 
versation with Hitler in Vienna in 
the spring of 1913. 

Further visions concerning this 
group reincarnation were said to 
have been received by General von 
Moltke, who like Stein “grasped 
the true significance of the Spear of 
Destiny which now appeared to 
him in the form of a mighty apoca- 
lyptic symbol. He understood how 
the blade represented fate...” 


Hitler Speaks. Rauschning was the 
Gauleiter of Danzig, who became 
disillusioned with the Nazis and 
defected. In his book he related 
many conversations with the 
Fuhrer, which included some curi- 
ous occultic passages such as this, 
said to him by a woman in his cir- 
cle: “My Leader, don’t touch black 
magic. As yet both white and 
black are open to you. But once 
you have embarked upon black 
magic it will dominate your des- 
tiny.”” The suggestion of course is 
that he ignored her advice. The 

trouble is that this book is a 
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would be very remarkable. 
Once again, it seems that we 
have to take Stein’s word for it, 
indeed Ravenscroft’s word for 
what Stein said. This is not 
quibbling. I once knew a man 
who had known Stein, respect- 
ed his integrity, and told me: 
“If he said he met Hitler in 
Vienna it would have been 
true.” Perhaps, but did he say 
this? Others who knew him 
report: “Stein himself declared 
that he had first heard Hitler’s 


“I forbear to speculate 


on what may be the 


significance of the fact 
that Adolf Hitler was a 
teetotaller, a vegetarian 


and non-smoker.” 


ed that in reality Rauschning 
only met Hitler once or twice, 
and made up the conversa- 
tions on the basis of rumours 
and his own imagination. 
Occasionally he put in 
anachronisms, such as making 
Hitler discuss the likelihood of 
a pact with Stalin in the early 
1930s.” 

By a curious piece of symme- 
try, My Years in Germany,” by 
Martha Dodd, daughter of the 
U.S. ambassador, is the exact 


distinctive voice at a meeting o 000000000 J opposite. Dodd claimed to 


he attended in Berlin in 1932. 
There is no evidence at all that he 
ever spoke personally to the future 
Fuhrer.”” 

Stein’s last meeting with Hitler 
is stated to have been “in the 
spring of 1913... He was planning 
to leave Vienna for good and 
move to live in Munich the follow- 
ing week.” Now, Hitler’s biogra- 
phers discovered, as early as the 
1930s, that Hitler had settled in 
Munich in the spring of 1913, and 
concluded that he had moved 
there from Vienna at that time. If, 
therefore, you wanted to concoct a 
fantasy about having known 
Hitler in Vienna you would most 
likely say that your last meeting 
with him was in spring 1913. 

Unfortunately you would have 
been wrong. In 1979 a lost manu- 
script, The Memoirs of Bridget 
Hitler, was finally published.” 
Bridget was the wife of Adolf’s 
half-brother Alois. She revealed 
that Adolf had come to stay with 


Once again the source of infor- 
mation is obscure. Ravenscroft 
quotes two letters from von 
Moltke’s widow to Dr Stein*, but 
these do not concern the General’s 
alleged vision; rather, they quote 
what Rudolf Steiner had written to 
Frau von Moltke. After the 
General’s death in 1916, his widow 
allegedly received spirit messages 
from him in which he made a series 
of astonishingly accurate prophe- 
cies: the fall of the Romanovs and 
the rise of Russian Communism, 
and even the naming of Adolf 
Hitler, then a humble corporal on 
the Western Front, as the future 
dictator of Germany. Where are 
these sensationally correct predic- 
tions to be found? “...photostats ... 
are still circulating secretly among 
hidden Grail Groups in Germany 
today.”* Apparently they can only 
be seen by initiates. 

Books of the genre invariably 
quote Hermann Rauschning’s 


have met Hitler on only one 
informal occasion, and to have con- 
structed a picture of his personality 
from indirect evidence. In fact, she 
was an amateur Soviet spy who 
had been ordered to engage in an 
intimate relationship with the 
Führer, which she dutifully did, 
until the S.S. were able to photo- 
graph her rendezvousing with 
known Communist agents. During 
the McCarthyite investigations of 
the 1950s, she suddenly disap- 
peared from America, and was last 
heard of in Moscow. However, 
Dodd does not ascribe any occult 
opinions to Hitler. 

If you look through Hitler's 
Table Talk, a transcript of what he 
said after dinner on various occa- 
sions during the war, and which 
gives a real guide to his views, 
there is very little of the arcane 
about them. Like many committed 
Aryans he held the curious belief 
that “Jesus was most certainly not 
a Jew”. He makes a few valid crit- 
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icisms of the state of religion, for 
instance that in schools “at 10 a.m. 
the pupils attend a lesson in the 
catechism, at which the creation of 
the world is presented to them in 
accordance with the teachings of 
the Bible; and at 11 a.m. they 
attend a lesson in natural science, 
at which they are taught the theo- 
ry of evolution.” He had nothing 
but contempt for the Catholic 
Church, but did not think it neces- 
sary to do much about them, sup- 
posing that they would disappear 
of their own accord. On the other 
hand: “It seems to me that nothing 
would be more foolish than to re- 
establish the worship of Wotan.” He 
was not an atheist, and thought 
that “The notion of divinity gives 
most men the opportunity to con- 
cretise the feeling they have of 
supernatural realities”. But he 
does not particularly suggest what 
Christianity might be replaced 
with. I forbear to speculate on 
what may be the significance of 
the fact that Adolf Hitler was a 
teetotaller, a vegetarian and non- 
smoker. 


Theorists of the Master Race 
Racial doctrines had a variety of 
sources. The Theory of Evolution, 
with its dogma of “survival of the 
fittest”, played a part. Darwin 
himself discussed the extermina- 
tion of the Tasmanians by the 
British, prefaced by the seemingly 
approving comment that: “When 
civilised nations come into contact 
with barbarians the struggle is 
short”. He does not seem to have 
intended any irony by calling the 
genocidal British “civilised” and 
their peaceful Tasmanian victims 
“barbarians”. 

Darwinism was popularised in 
Germany by Ernst Haeckel (now 
best remembered for the way that 
he forged evidence for it.) He con- 
vinced masses of his countrymen 
they must accept their evolutionary 
destiny as a “master race” and “out- 
compete” inferior peoples, since it 
was right and natural that only the 
“fittest” should survive. His version 
of Darwinism was incorporated in 
Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf (1925), 





which means “My Struggle,” taken 
from Haeckel’s translation of 
Darwin’s phrase, “the struggle for 
existence.”” German academics of 
many disciplines had in any case for 
some time been preaching German 
superiority on any grounds expedi- 
ent. Hegel’s Philosophy of History 
deals with China, India, the ancient 
Persians and Egyptians, the Greeks 
and Romans, and finally the 
Germans. His basic method seems 
to be to say: “They did that; we do 
this; our way is better.” By this sim- 
ple technique he proves that the 
Germans are superior to every other 
great civilisation in history. 

Nor should it be forgotten that 
the Christians had promoted anti- 
Semitism for numerous centuries. 
Immediately after the 1923 German 
appearance of the forged Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion, the Deutsche 
Zeitung, newspaper of the German 
National People’s Party, ran some 
further anti-Jewish forgeries by 
“Dr Siegfried Pentha-Tull”, on 
which they commented: “A united 
Christian phalanx must be formed 
against the fearful dangers with 
which the Jews are threatening not 
only the churches but the whole 
German people.”* 


Nonetheless, it is undoubtedly 
true that there have been people of 
Odinic persuasion who have 
racialist right wing views, and 
some of these people influenced 
the rise of Nazi ideology. These 
people show two peculiarities: 
though upholders of the Aryan 
supremacy of the German race, 
very often they were not German 
themselves; and secondly, they 
often claimed to be aristocrats 
when they were not. Thus Arthur 
de Gobineau, a Frenchman born 
without the “de”, wrote an Essay 
on the Inequality of the Human Races, 
which rated the Aryan Germans 
as the best. In 1873, when ambas- 
sador of France to Sweden, he 
wrote to his sister: “It is the diffi- 
culty in resuming the cult of Odin 
that holds up everything (in 
Sweden). What would you say if 
you learnt that I had raised myself 
to the dignity of High Priest of 


Odin, Thor and Frey?”* However, 
it is difficult to tell from this quote 
alone how serious he was about 
the cult of Odin. 

Houston Stewart Chamberlain, 
a keen Germanophile Englishman, 
wrote Foundations of the Nineteenth 
Century, a section of which was 
headed “Christ not a Jew”; this 
view, shared by Hitler and others, 
is most unlikely, but makes emo- 
tional sense: people who have any 
kind of Christian education tend 
to come away with the impression 
that Jesus was something like 
their notion of an ideal man, 
whatever that may be; and of 
course no anti-Semite could con- 
ceive of the ideal man as Jewish. 
However, Chamberlain thought 
Christianity an unsuitable religion 
for Germans, though he was not 
clear what might replace it. 


Woe eee eee se o o> 


“ It seems to me that 
nothing would be more 


foolish than to 


re-establish the worship 


of Wotan.” 
— Adolf Hitler. 
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One of the most important 
revivers of Odinism was Guido 
von List (again, his entitlement to 
the “von” is dubious.) At the age of 
fourteen he knelt before a ruined 
altar in the crypt of St Stephen’s 
Cathedral in Vienna, and swore to 
build a temple to Wotan one day. If 
he did not exactly do this, he did 
keep various Pagan observances 
from his youth: on 24 June 1875 he 
held an outdoor party, with four 
friends, at the site of the Roman 
town of Carnuntum, to celebrate 
the 1500th anniversary of the 
German victory over the Romans 
with a fire and the burying of eight 
wine bottles in the shape of a 
swastika (after downing their con- 











tents, presumably.) He wrote a 
seminal book on the Runes which 
has been translated into English in 
the last decade. He came to believe 
that the ancient Germans had had 
an elite Wotanist priesthood, called 
the Armanen Order (there is not 
much historical evidence for this.) 
List did try to revive them, but 
apparently his organisational abili- 
ty was limited, and the Hoher 
Armanen-Orden, as he called it, was 
not founded until 1911, and had 
only a few members. He died in 
1919.5 


Meo ccccocccc o o> 


“Wotan is a fundamental 


characteristic of the 
German soul, an 


irrational, psychic factor, 
which acts like a cyclone 
on the high pressure of 
civilisation and blows tt 
away. The worshippers of 
Wotan... seem to have 
judged the empirical facts 
more correctly than the 
worshippers of reason.” 


—C.G. Jung. 


co cccccccccc o> 


Von List’s philosophy was Pan- 
German nationalism. He produced 
his own Ten Commandments, the 
last being “To your Volk and 
Fatherland be true.”* From the 
samplings of his writings and opin- 
‘ions I have seen (his total output 
was large and hard to come by), 
however, he does not seem to have 
been particularly racist, at least by 
the standards of his time. He did 
have the odd notion that the 
Cabala was not really Jewish, but 


originated with the Armanens, 
who it seems when threatened 
with extinction gave it to the Jews 
to prevent it being lost to the 
world. On the other hand, his 
nationalist views were unpleasant 
enough: in 1911 he wrote “yes, the 
Ario-German-Austrian battleships 
shall once more send sparks flying, 
Donar’s lightning shall once more 
shoot sizzling from the giant guns 
of our dreadnoughts, our national 
armies shall once more storm 
southwards and westwards to 
smash the enemy and create 
order.” 

A close friend of List was Dr 
Lanz von Liebenfels (yet again, not 
only the “von Liebenfels” but also 
the “doctor” were spuriously 
adopted), who lived 18741954. A 
better organiser than von List, in 
1907 he obtained a mediaeval castle 
which he made the home of the 
Order of the New Templars. 
Though occultist, the ONT prac- 
tised a form of Christianity — von 
Liebenfels had in fact been a 
Cistercian monk for six years. 
However, he had become con- 
vinced that the Catholic Church 
had not remained true to its origi- 
nal racist doctrines. Members of 
the ONT had to satisfy stringent 
tests of racial purity. He began to 
publish a magazine called Ostara, 
which had a big influence on the 
Austrian right, and was read by the 
young Adolf Hitler. 

The careers of these people 
deserve far more space than there 
is room for here. But though they 
show that occultists and Odinists 
may hold very right wing views, 
they do not establish, what is some- 
times suggested, that involvement 
in Odinism, or even occultism, 
makes one at least a quasi-Nazi. 
Though the revival of the worship 
of Wotan was only on a small scale, 
it did have as a convert no less a 
person that General Ludendorff, 
the “War Lord of the World War”. 
I cannot discover much about his 
views, but they it seems he com- 
bined Odinism with Theosophy 
and paranoia about the Jews and 
the Freemasons. Ludendorff was a 
prominent member of the Nazi 


party in the early days, but left 
after the failure of the 1923 putsch, 
considering that it was the fault of 
their incompetence. In 1936 Carl 
Jung wrote an essay, Wotan”, 
which has become something of an 
embarrassment to his followers. 
He said that, metaphorically, 
events in Germany had shown that 
“Wotan the wanderer was awake.” 
“Wotan is a fundamental charac- 
teristic of the German soul, an irra- 
tional, psychic factor, which acts 
like a cyclone on the high pressure 
of civilisation and blows it away. 
The worshippers of Wotan, in spite 
of their eccentricity and crankiness, 
seem to have judged the empirical 
facts more correctly than the wor- 
shippers of reason. Apparently 
every one had forgotten that 
Wotan represents a primeval 
Germanic factor, and that he is the 
most accurate expression and 
inimitable personification of a 
basic human quality which is par- 
ticularly characteristic of the 
German.” 

Jung did not of course approve 
of events in Germany, but 
nonetheless he was not entirely 
condemning Wotan. In fact, his 
position was very ambiguous. 
Further on he wrote: “The 
“German Christians” are a contra- 
diction in terms. They would be in 
a better position if they were to 
join Hauer’s “German Faith 
Movement”.” Why? “There are 
people in the “German Faith 
Movement” who are intelligent 
and human enough to believe and 
moreover to know that the god of 
the Germans is Wotan and not the 
universal Christian God.”” 

Possibly what Jung meant was 
that because the Germans had 
been worshipping the wrong God 
for centuries, the correct God was 
making a violent comeback. 

The German Faith Movement, 
however, were not the Wotanists 
that Jung implied. Their beliefs 
were vaguely set out, but whilst 
they rejected Christianity it was to 
be replaced by a vague sort of 
Deism with an emphasis on blood 
and soil. The leader, Hauer, once 
celebrated a wedding with a sim- 





ple ceremony involving the recital 
of traditional German poetry, but, 
he complained, rumour went 
around that he had worn a bear’s 
skin and a boar’s head helmet. 
This he denied, but I should have 
thought it would have been a lot 
more interesting that way. In any 
case his movement, though it sup- 
ported the Nazis, was not permit- 
ted to last; no doubt because it 
became popular, the Nazis (who 
could not stand competition) 
barred Hauer from publishing, 
and his movement disappeared. 


A valuable source for the state of 
German religion in the 1930s is The 
Persecution of the Catholic Church in 
the Third Reich. The author was I 
believe a priest, and somewhat 
fanatical in his Catholicism, but he 
backs up what he says with full doc- 
umentation. The word “persecu- 
tion” was not too strong, though of 
course it was not nearly so bad as 
what happened to the Jews (a mat- 
ter to which the author seems to 
have been indifferent.) His final 
chapter, “The Ersatz Religion”, 
repeatedly uses the terms “Pagan” 
and “neo-Pagan” to describe what 
was occurring. However, this is the 
Christian tendency to apply the 
word “Pagan” arbitrarily to every- 
thing they dislike, from the Theory 
of Evolution to the IRA. 

Certainly, Nazism comprised a 
great deal of ceremonial which 
was treated as a substitute for 
Christianity. However, amongst 
the examples this author gives I 
can find few that are Pagan in the 
sense that I would understand the 
term, for example a verse recited 
instead of Grace at “a seaside 
Home for Children on the Island 
of Sylt (in the North Sea)”: 


Earth that did this food bestow, 
Sun that made it riper grow; 
Dearest Sun and dearest Earth, 
Ne‘er will I forget your worth. 


Apart from this, the substitute reli- 
gion consisted largely of the cult 
of the Nazi Party and its Führer. 
Typical is another Grace, said by 
children in Cologne: 


Führer, my Führer, 
on me by God bestowed, 
My life in times to come, 

protect and hold; 
Out of deepest distress 
thou hast Germany led, 

To thee I owe, alone, 

my daily bread, &c.* 


Various Pagan German customs 
were observed, not so much 
because they were Pagan, but 
because they were German. 
Christmas was replaced by the 
Winter Solstice, like this: “In Berlin 
e.g., a SS-leader threw into the fire 
six fir wreaths, dedicated to “the 
Heroes of the great War,” “the 
Dead Soldiers of the Führer,” “the 
Earners of Our Daily Bread,” “the 
Mothers of Our People,” “the 
Youth, our Standard-bearers of 
tomorrow” and “the Holy German 
Fatherland.” Every one of the six 
sentences recited by the SS-Leader 
was repeated by the Guards of the 
Fire and the surrounding forma- 
tions.” The Christmas tree was 
kept, but the star on top replaced 
by a swastika. The Harvest Festival 
concluded with a “Confession of 
Faith”: “I believe in the land of all 
the Germans, in a life of service to 
this land. I believe in the revelation 
of the divine creative power in the 
pure blood shed in war and peace 
by the sons of the German national 
community...” 


After the Reich 

Since the war, it has been suggest- 
ed that Odinism is merely a cover 
for neo-Nazism. This is not neces- 
sarily so: certainly Fiihrer-Ex, a 
memoir by a reformed neo-Nazi 
leader, has no reference to 
Odinism. But there are some gen- 
uine examples. 

In Normandy, Jean-Claude 
Monet (a great-nephew of the 
painter), founded “The Religion of 
the Druids” in 1961. It had “a neo- 
fascist tendency” and somewhat 
inconsistently published a journal 
called The Viking. Monet took the 
name “Karl Thor” and the cumber- 
some magical title: Phosphoros- 
Lucifero, 22nd Avatar, Second 


Manifestation of the Ineffable 
Crocodile, Sovereign Master of 
Shamballah, alias 999, alias Pan, 
alias Genghis al Halladj, alias 
Lucifer al Halladj. The Religion of 
the Druids later became the 
“Organisation of Vikings of 
France”, then the “National 
Socialist Proletarian Party”. 
Highly exclusivist, membership 
was barred to anyone born south 
of the river Loire. In 1969 it became 
the “Vril Lodge”, and began to 
publish Vril. At this time it is said 
to have had no less than five mem- 
bers. I do not know what its subse- 
quent metamorphoses may have 
been.” 

The “Odinist Normandy Church” 
which seems to have been based 
on Jersey, published the Tribune of 
Nationalist Catholic Nonnands and of 


“feo cccceccscc o o> 


“Monet took the name 
‘Karl Thor’ and the 
cumbersome magical 
title: ‘Phosphoros-Lucifero, 
22nd Avatar, Second 
Manifestation of the 


Ineffable Crocodile, 


Sovereign Master of 
Shamballah, alias 999, 
alias Pan, alias Genghis 
al Halladj, alias Lucifer 


al Halladj.’” 


“fe ccccecece o o> 


those Jesuits Remaining Faithful to 
the Holy Racist Doctrine of Saint 
Ignatius Loyola, which is a rather 
curious mixture.” I suspect that 
Maurice Guignard, an eccentric 
scholar who claimed to have deci- 
phered Etruscan “but the 
University obstinately refused to 
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examine his discovery”, was con- 
nected to this organisation. In 
Jersey in 1964 he published the 
most unusual theory of the origin 
of the Aryan race that I have ever 
come across. In the Ice Age, he 
wrote, the young men went out 
hunting and frequently froze to 
death. Therefore the women 
became emancipated, and thus 
arose the Amazons of Atlantis. 
Later more boys were born, but to 
keep their advantage the women 
decided to slaughter most of them. 
“But, after this massacre of the 
young males, the women found 
that they produced outside their 
encampment luminous halos and 
yellow and green globes of fire 
that drove away the wild beasts.” 
The “collective magnetism” of the 
women, exacerbated by the 
absence of men, had created these 
mysterious effects. Later they dis- 
covered that these strange lights 
were strongest when the women 
were green or blue eyed, with red 
or blonde hair; so they began 
selecting the young men (not to be 
killed) accordingly. And so the 
Nordic race was born.” 

On 22 November 1972 the 
Sunday People ran a feature on 
“The Anglo-Saxon Church of 
Woden”, which met in a cafe in 
Enfield on Wednesdays. Though 
there was no mention of politics, a 
somewhat ominous photograph of 
a few of the congregation showed 
them wearing military style shirts 
with shoulder patches bearing the 
elhaz rune. It was stated that they 
wore them when protesting out- 
side Churches (about what?), 
which apparently they did quite 
often. 

In Norway the “black metal” 
movement has been responsible 
for at least two murders and 
numerous arson attacks on 
Churches. Though black metal 
started as a style of rock music 
‘(originated by the British band 
Venom, who, however, were not 
serious), in Norway it has become 
a full scale cult which takes inspi- 
ration from both Norse mythology 
and Satanism, and certainly has 
racist features. They seem to reject 


Christianity specifically because it 
is foreign (though one would have 
thought the same was true of 
Satanism, and come to that rock 
music.) A member of the group 
Darkthrone said in an interview: 
“We are fascist in outlook ... We 
do not believe that individual 
thought should be allowed in the 
world. We want a return to the 
Dark Ages. I like nothing better 
than spreading hatred from the 
stage. We want to incite the audi- 
ence to go out and do our dirty 
work for us.”“ In many cases they 
have succeeded. A thousand year 
old wooden Church, one of the 
oldest in the country, was 
amongst their victims. 

A feature in Time Out* on 
Paganism gave most of its space to 
Odinism, treated in shock-horror 
style: “...one ancient Viking reli- 
gion currently undergoing a 
revival has a very sinister history 
indeed.” In view of their descrip- 
tion of Talking Stick organiser 
Caroline Robertson as “a self- 
styled witch” one doubts if the 
reporting was very accurate. 
Anyway, the central feature was 
of an Odinist couple who were 
formerly neo-Nazi skinheads, 
complete with a photograph of the 
man taken before his conversion. 
The picture is completed with an 
inserted box of historical informa- 
tion concluding: “Blood sacrifice 
was a vital Odinistic ritual. 
Humans were sometimes used.” It 
seems to me that this type of writ- 
ing is missing the vital point that 
religious conversion produces a 
fundamental shift in people’s out- 
look. The skinhead mainly fea- 
tured had had “14 years of 
violence, prison, alcoholism and 
abusive relationships” until he 
realised he wanted something 
else, and then discovered Odin. 


The above examples show that 
there may be a connection between 
Odinism and right wing thought. 
But it certainly does not establish 
that the two necessarily go togeth- 
er, which anyone who has been 
even on the fringes of the move- 
ment will of course realise. One 


might draw a parallel with 
Wagner, who was a mad anti- 
Semite, as have been many of his 
fans, including Hitler. But there is 
no basis at all for suggesting that a 
Wagner-lover must be a fascist. For 
the future I suggest more research, 
and let people first get their facts 
correct before drawing morals. 
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